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NEW INSIGHTS INTO KARST AND CAVES OF
NORTHWESTERN ZAGROS (NORTHERN IRAQ)

NOVI POGLEDI NA KRAS IN JAME V SEVEROZAHODNEM
ZAGROSU (SEVERNI IRAK)

Zoran STEVANOVIC!, Adrian IUREIEWICZ® & Aleksandra MARAN

Abstract LN 91 [,2:55) 44(567-1749)
Foran Stevanovic, Adrian Iurkiewicz ¢ Aleksandra Maran:
New insights inte karst and caves of northwestern Zagros
{mawthere Irag)

During 2002, several reconnaissance speleological explora-
tions were undertaken by the authors and local enthusiasts in
the karst of Northwestern Zagros in Northern Irag, Some of
the caves were visited for the first ime and explored to a great
depth by the scientists, while the Shanidar cave is o world-fa-
moks site representing one of the oldest discovered and inves-
figated human settlements. The explored caves are located n
well-kurstified limestones of the Cretaceous age as well as in
younger Focene limestones. This paper contains the data {rom
e nine kargest caves, Thelr total explared lengths range from
o few tens of meters up o several hundred meters, Four caves
are fossil, confaining only percolated water, while fve repre-
sent still hydrogeologically active features, Two of them have
restlted from the dissolution of carbonate or evaporate rocks
stimulated by water oversaturated in H.5 which migrated from
deeper oil-bearing structures,

Keywords: karst, cave, Zagros, northern raq,

lzvlecek: UDK 911.2:551 44{567-179)
Foren Stevanovie, Adrign lurkiewicz & Aleksandra Maran:
Novi. pogledi no kras in jome v severozahodnem Lagrosu
(severmi Trak)

Leta 2002 so avtorfl in lokalni navdudenci opravili ved poiz-
vedovalnih speteclodkih raviskav na krasu severomahodnega
dela gorovia Zagros v severnem Traku, Nekaj jam so raziskov-
alci sami odkrili in jih raziskali do velikih globin, medtem ko
jarma Shanidar slovi v svetu kot ena najstarejsih odkritih in ra-
ziskanih Sloveskih naselbin. lame, ki so jih raziskali, 2o tako v
dobro mkraselih krednih kot tudi v mlajsih eocenskih apnen-
cih. Prispevek podaja podatke o devetib najvedjih jamsh, ki so
dolge od nekaj deset pa do ved sto metrov. S jame so ostlne,
# zgolj kapliajodo vodo, ostallh pet pa je hidrolodko aktivaih,
v jami sta nastali = raztaplianjem karbonatnih ali cvaporit-
nih kamnin potam vode, prenasidene s H.5, pritekajode iz glo-
kljih nattonosnih struktur.

Kljuéne besede kras, fona, Zagros, severni Trak.

INTRODUCTION

[ruring the period of 2000-2003, the first two authors of
this paper led large-scale geologic and geophysical inves-
tigations, groundwater monitoring (wells and springs}),
remote sensing analysis, and groundwater quality assess

menl in the northern part of Irag (Iraqi Kurdistan) un-
der the FAD Programme (part of the "0il for Food” UN

activities). The third author worked on foundation of the
Natural History Museum at Sulaimani University,

Very limited time, lack of adequate equipment, as
well as political and security conditions in the area im-
peded the extensive surveys necessary lo achieve a con-
sistent and more detailed image of cave development in
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